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paclitaxel) S-1 3

• HER2
• : (overall survival: OS)
• :

• (time to treatment failure: TTF)
• (progression free survival: PFS)
• (safety)
• QOL (health-related quality of life: HRQoL)
• (cost-effectiveness)
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 QOL population Cost population 
 Taxane S-1 Taxane S-1 

 N=175 N=208 N=70 N=76 
Baseline/Month 1 175/175 (100) 208/208 (100) 54 66 
Month 3 151/171 (88.3) 168/201 (83.6) 70 70 
Month 6 138/168 (82.1) 146/190 (76.8) 66 66 
Month 12 107/149 (71.8) 132/170 (77.6) 49 56 
Month 18 75/126 (59.5) 107/158 (67.7) 41 45 
Month 24 68/117 (58.1) 93/137 (67.9) 38 45 
Month 30 51/101 (50.5) 68/110 (61.8) 33 35 
Month 36 45/90 (50.0) 47/84 (56.0) 32 27 
Month 42 27/61 (44.3) 31/61 (50.8) 29 14 
Month 48 18/39 (46.2) 21/37 (56.8) 18 15 
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EQ-5D (index value)

48

S-1: 0.764 
(95% CI, 0.741–0.782) 

: 0.742
(95% CI, 0.720–0.764) 

Group E 
(QALY) 

IE
(QALY) 

C 
(JPY 1,000) 

IC 
(JPY 1,000) 

S-1 2.11  0.070  5,307 -424 
Taxane 2.04   5,731  

E: Effectiveness, IE: Incremental effectiveness, C: Cost, IC: Incremental cost  

Pharmacoeconomics reviewer
That is, neither survival nor quality of life (EQ-5D) differed in the two treatment 
groups.  … In the absence of a difference in these outcomes, it would be more 
appropriate to limit the analysis to a trial based cost-minimisation analysis.
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1,000
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ATC

ATC 
code ATC name Taxane S-1 

L01 Antineoplastic agents 66% 59% 
M05 Drugs for treatment of bone diseases 10% 16% 
N02 Analgesics 9% 3% 
L02 Endocrine therapy 3% 9% 
A04 Antiemetics and antinauseants 3% 2% 
V08 Contrast media 2% 2% 
V09 Diagnostic raidopharmaceutical 1% 1% 
A02 Drugs for acid and related disorders 1% 1% 

Others 5% 7% 
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…

•

• while nicely done we think this article will have limited 
appeal in other countries with different costs and limited or 
non use of the agent. we appreciate the submission.
(breast cancer research and Treatment reviewer )


